
World Geography Learning in Place 2020 
 

Week 1 
 

 
Task Text Write 

 

How does the 
climate of African 
compare to other 

regions we’ve 
studied? 

World Cultures & Geography textbook pgs. 46-
47 
 
Alternative source: 
http://DigitalLearning.whro.org 
Username: WHROcourses 
PW: Digital_Learning 
World Geography  Module 9 

1. Answer the following in complete sentences: 
a. What are the most predominant climates in Africa? 
b. Which other continent(s) that we have studied have climates 

similar to Sub-Saharan Africa? 
c. Make a prediction: Based on the similarities in climate, what 

other types of similarities might Sub-Saharan Africa have to 
the continent(s) you selected in (b)? 

 

Describe and 
illustrate Sub-

Saharan Africa’s 
Physical Geography. 

 

World Cultures & Geography textbook pgs. 
358-367 
 
Alternative source: 
http://DigitalLearning.whro.org 
Username: WHROcourses 
PW: Digital_Learning 
World Geography  Module 9 
 
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm 

2. On blank paper, sketch a map of Sub-Saharan Africa that includes all 
of the following: Countries: Senegal, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Côte 
d’Ivoire. Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Gabon, Botswana, South Africa, Mozambique, 
Namibia; Cities: Lagos, Nigeria; Dakar, Senegal; Johannesburg, South 
Africa; Nairobi, Kenya; Landforms: Great Rift Valley, Mt. Kilimanjaro, 
Kalahari Desert, Namib Desert, Sahara Desert, Sahel; Water features: 
Nile River, Zambezi River, Niger River, Congo River, Atlantic Ocean, 
Indian Ocean, Red Sea, Lake Victoria, Victoria Falls 

3. How do the four regions of Sub-Saharan Africa differ? What 
similarities to do they have? If typed, 12 point font: no less than 1 
page, no more than 2 pages.  If hand-written, no less than 2 pages, 
no more than 4 pages. 

 

 What geographic 
characteristics of 

Sub-Saharan Africa 
serve as barriers to 
economic growth? 

 

Unit 9 9b Performance Task, Documents A-C 
(packet) 

4. Use Documents A-C in the Performance Task to construct a claim 
that answers the driving historical question.  Then, support your 
claim with evidence from all 3 documents.  In complete sentences, 
provide your reasoning/argument for why the evidence supports 
your claim.  Use additional paper if necessary. 

 How do the Sahara 
Desert and the Sahel 

compare? 
 

“Sahara v. Sahel” (packet) 5. Complete the chart that accompanies the “Sahara v. Sahel” reading 
in the Supplement Packet. 

 
 
 

http://digitallearning.whro.org/
http://digitallearning.whro.org/
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm


 

Week 2 
 

 
Task Text Write 

 

How are we working 
to preserve Africa’s 
wildlife, history, and 

culture? 
 

World Cultures & Geography textbook pgs. 
52-53, 368-369 (also available in packet). 
 

1. Answer the following in complete sentences: 
a. Why is wildlife preservation important to Africa? 
b. What are humans doing to protect wildlife in Africa? 
c. Based on the picture on page 52-53, why might an 

elephant’s habitat be desirable to people for farming? 
d. Using what you know about Sub-Saharan geography, what 

might explain the lack of wildlife reserves in the north as 
shown on the map on page 369? 

 

How did European 
imperialism & 

colonization impact 
Africa? 

World Cultures & Geography textbook pgs. 
376-377, 384-385;  
 
-OR- 
 
“The Heart of the Hutu-Tutsi Conflict” 
(packet) 

2. Answer the following textbook questions in complete sentences: 
o Page 376, #1-3 
o Page 380, #15 
o Page 385, #1-4 

 
-OR- 
 

2. Create a timeline of events that led to the Hutu-Tutsi conflict.  
Include at least 5 events in your timeline.  Explain how imperialism 
led to this conflict. 

 

What factors have led 
to high poverty in 

Africa? 

Unit 9 Performance Task, Documents A-D 
(packet) 

3. Use Documents A-D in the Performance Task to construct a claim 
that answers the driving historical question.  Then, support your 
claim with evidence from all 4 documents.  In complete sentences, 
provide your reasoning/argument for why the evidence supports 
your claim.   

 World Cultures & Geography textbook pgs. 
392-405 
 
Alternative source: 
http://DigitalLearning.whro.org 
Username: WHROcourses 
PW: Digital_Learning 
World Geography  Module 9 
 
 
 

4. Write a paper that answers the following: Discuss how resources, 
imperialism, and disease have impacted Sub-Saharan Africa.  Which 
of the three has had the largest impact?  Defend your response.  If 
typed, the paper should be no less than 2 pages and no more than 3 
pages.  If handwritten, the response should be no less than 4 pages 
and no more than 6 pages.  

 

http://digitallearning.whro.org/


Week 3 

 
Task Text Write 

 

Describe and illustrate 
Asia’s Physical 

Geography. 
 

World Cultures & Geography 
textbook pgs. 468-471, 524-526, 
596-598 
 
Alternative source: 
http://DigitalLearning.whro.org 
Username: WHROcourses 
PW: Digital_Learning 
World Geography  Module 10 & 
11 

1. On blank paper, sketch a map of Asia that includes all of the following: 
Countries: Russia, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, India, Philippines, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Burma (Myanmar), Vietnam, Singapore, Mongolia, China, 
Japan, Taiwan, North Korea, South Korea; Cities: New Delhi, Mumbai, Bangkok, 
Islamabad, Manila, Tokyo, Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Seoul; Landforms: 
Himalayas, Western & Eastern Ghats, Hindu Kush, Mount Fuji, Plateau of Tibet, 
Gobi Desert; Water features: Arabian Sea, Indian Ocean, Bay of Bengal, Ganges 
River, Indus River, Brahmaputra River, Mekong River, Straits of Malacca, Pacific 
Ocean, Sea of Japan/East Sea, Yangtze River, Yellow River, South China Sea 

 

What makes South 
Asia’s environment 

unique? 

World Cultures & Geography 
textbook pgs. 472- 481. 
 
Alternative source: 
http://DigitalLearning.whro.org 
Username: WHROcourses 
PW: Digital_Learning 
World Geography  Module 10 

2. Write a summary of the unique features of South Asia’s environment.  Be sure 
to use all of the following terms in your summary: Himalayas, subsistence 
farming, wind, flooding, Green Revolution, Ganges River, pollution, drought.  

 

What makes 
East/Southeast Asia’s 
environment unique? 

World Cultures & Geography 
textbook pgs. 526-533, 598-605 
 
Alternative source: 
http://DigitalLearning.whro.org 
Username: WHROcourses 
PW: Digital_Learning 
World Geography  Module 11 

3. Read both textbook selections and make a Venn Diagram that compares and 
contrasts East and Southeast Asia’s environment.  The following should be 
included in your Venn Diagram: monsoons, peninsulas, dependence on the 
Pacific Ocean,  loess, ideal soil for farming, flooding, Grand Canal, 
archipelagoes, Ring of Fire, earthquakes, tsunami, typhoons, varied climate,  

 

How has China’s 
economy changed 
since the 1800s? 

World Cultures & Geography 
textbook pgs. 548-549, 574-575 
 
Alternative source: 
http://DigitalLearning.whro.org 
Username: WHROcourses 
PW: Digital_Learning 
World Geography  Module 11 
 

4. Answer the following in complete sentences: 
a. Summarize what happened in China as a result of Communist control 

under Mao Zedong.   
b. Summarize what steps China has taken to grow and diversify its 

economy. 
c. What other region or regions have you studied that have undergone 

similar economic transformation?  In what ways are they similar to 
and/or different from China? 

 

http://digitallearning.whro.org/
http://digitallearning.whro.org/
http://digitallearning.whro.org/
http://digitallearning.whro.org/


 

 

NPS  

Learn in Place  

 
Supplemental Packet: 

World Geography 
  



World Geography 

Unit 9 9b Performance Task 
  

Content Standard: WG.9b 

The student will analyze the characteristics of the Sub Saharan African region by  b) describing major physical and environmental features 
 

 

Task: Use the documents to address the following question: 

 

Driving Historical Question: What geographic characteristics of Sub-Saharan 

Africa serve as barriers to economic growth? 
 

Part A. Closely read documents A-C and determine what is important in each document by 

answering the accompanying question(s). 

 

Document A 

 

 

 

Based on Document A, discuss one geographic element that impacts the African continent.   

  



Document B 

 
 

Based on Document B, describe one way Africa’s physical features might affect transportation.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Document C 

 

 

Based on Document C, describe one impact of Africa’s physical geography. 

 

 



Part B. 

 Write a claim that answers the Driving Historical Question. 

 Support your claim with evidence from all 3 documents.  These are facts that support your claim. 

 In complete sentences, provide your reasoning/argument for why the evidence supports your claim. 

 Use additional paper, if necessary. 
 

Driving Historical Question: What geographic characteristics of Sub-Saharan 

Africa serve as barriers to economic growth? 

Claim: ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence #1: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasoning:_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Evidence #2: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasoning:_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Evidence #3: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasoning:_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 



  



 



 



 



 

 



 

The Heart of the Hutu-Tutsi Conflict 

 

According to many scholars, Hutus first settled in the Great Lakes region of Central Africa 

between 500 and 1000 BC. Generally, Hutus were agricultural people who lived in large family 

groups. The Tutsis were nomadic people who began arriving in the Great Lakes region from 

Ethiopia about 400 years ago. Eventually, the Tutsis settled amongst the Hutus – adopting 

their language, beliefs and customs. 

 

But economic differences between the groups soon began to form. The Tutsis as cattle-

herders were often in a position of economic dominance to the soil-tilling Hutus. That is not to 

say that all Tutsis were wealthy and all Hutus were poor, but in many areas, like Rwanda, the 

minority Tutsis ruled the Hutus. 

 

According to some historians, the only difference between the two groups were economic, 

rather than ethnic. In a 1996 interview with Charlayne Hunter Gault, Professor Izangola 

explained: 

“In Rwanda, the Tutsi and the Hutu are the same people. They are all people–large 

grouping or communities which go from seven regions of Cameroon to Uganda–all the 

way to South Africa, in the same culture,” Izangola said. “People used to be Tutsi or 

Hutu, depending on the proximity to the king. If you were close to the king, you owned 

wealth, you owned a lot of cattle, you are a Tutsi. If you are far away from the king, you 

are a cultivator, you don’t own much cattle, you are a Hutu.” 

 

Colonial rule, which began in the late 19th Century, did little to bring the groups together. The 

Belgians, who ruled what would later become Rwanda and Burundi, forced Hutus and Tutsis to 

carry ethnic identity cards. The colonial administrators worsened divisions by only allowed 

Tutsis to get a higher education and hold positions of power. 

 

The modern conflict 

Following independence in 1962, Ruanda-Urundi split into two countries: Rwanda and 

Burundi. In Rwanda, the Hutu majority lashed out at the minority Tutsis – killing thousands 

and forcing hundreds of thousands to flee to neighboring Uganda.  



 

In Burundi, the minority Tutsis maintained their control of the military and government 

through a campaign of violence against the Hutus. Although they lost elections in 1993, two 

assassinations and a military uprising have allowed the Tutsis to remain in power. 

 

When Yoweri Museveni, a rebel leader of Tutsi descent, gained power in Uganda in 1986, it 

was largely because of the help of Rwandan Tutsis. With a power base in Uganda, the 

Rwandan Tutsis formed the Rwandan Patriotic Front and began attacks against the Hutu-led 

government. After years of fighting, the Rwandan government launched a genocidal campaign 

against Tutsis living in Rwanda. According to reports, over 800,000 people were slaughtered 

over a period of 100 days. 

 

Source: PBS News Hour, 1999 

  



World Geography 

Unit 9 Performance Task 
 

Skill Standards: WG1 

The student will demonstrate skills for historical thinking, geographical analysis, economic decision making, and responsible citizenship by  

a) synthesizing evidence from artifacts and primary and secondary sources; 

c) creating, comparing, and interpreting maps, charts, graphs, and pictures to determine characteristics of world regions 

 

Content Standard: WG. 9c 

The student will analyze the characteristics of the Sub Saharan African region by 

c) explaining important economic characteristics  

 

Task: Use the documents to address the following question: 

 

 

Driving Historical Question: What factors have led to high poverty in Africa? 
 

 

Part A. Closely read documents A-D and determine what is important in each document by 

answering the accompanying question(s). 

Document A 

 

Based on Document A, discuss one factor that has contributed to poverty in Africa.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Document B 

 

 

Based on Document B, discuss one factor that has contributed to poverty in Africa. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Document C 

 

Collapsed bridge in Uganda, Africa.  



Based on Document C, discuss one factor that has contributed to poverty in Africa. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Document D 

 

 

Based on Document D, discuss one factor that has contributed to poverty in Africa. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part B. 

 Write a claim that answers the Driving Historical Question. 

 Support your claim with evidence from at least 3 different documents.  These are facts 
that support your claim. 

 In complete sentences, provide your reasoning/argument for why the evidence supports 
your claim. 

 Use additional paper, if necessary. 
 

 

Driving Historical Question: What factors have led to high poverty in Africa? 
 

 
 

GOLD   
GOLD   


